1 and 2 Thessalonians

Introduction

Paul’'s letters to the Thessalonians
were the first letters he wrote and
are our earliest Christian
literature. The purposes of these
letters were to reveal the great
Biblical doctrine of the Pre-
Tribulational Rapture, encourage
believers with this truth, and
correct false teaching of those who
opposed it, in particular, the view
that believers will experience the
Tribulation or Day of the Lord.

The Rapture is the believer’s “blessed hope” (Titus 2.13), the
resurrection of the Church, the body of Christ. This truth was
unknown by the 0ld Testament prophets. Jesus did not reveal it
in His earthly ministry and Peter and the Eleven knew nothing
of it. The ascended, glorified Lord disclosed it to Paul
alone. This doctrine was the main subject Paul taught the
Thessalonians after they had responded to the gospel.
Evidently, God desired the Rapture to be revealed 1in
Christianity’'s earliest writings. If we are to learn from Paul
and follow his example towards the Thessalonians, this
foundational truth should be taught to all believers soon
after they have believed his gospel (1 Corinthians 15.1-4).

Believing the Pre-Tribulational Rapture is not essential for
salvation. However, its acceptance is necessary for Christian
maturity and essential for Christian obedience.
God commanded believers to encourage one another with the
truth of the Rapture. Thus, one cannot obey Christ without
obeying this command. This study will examine Paul’s earliest
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letters to learn what God would have us to know and do
regarding this remarkable subject.

Background

Paul visited Thessalonica on his second missionary journey as
a result of God’s supernatural intervention directing him
westward. Stopping in Troas, he had intended (nei1pdlw,
imperfect, “kept trying”) to move east to Bithynia (in
northern Asia Minor, now Turkey) but the Holy Spirit forbade
him (Acts 16.6-7). In the evening, Paul had a vision of a man
from Macedonia, who implored him to come help them (Acts
16.9-10). Obeying the vision, Paul went to Philippi, the
capital of Macedonia, named for Philip of Macedon, the father
of Alexander the Great. On a Sabbath, he encountered a group
of Jewish women gathered for prayer on a riverbank. Paul
approached, and taught them the Word of God. One of the women,

Lydia,* a successful merchant of fine fabrics, believed Paul’s

gospel and was saved (Acts 16.13-15). Later in Philippi, Paul
and Silas made enemies of men who controlled a young girl
possessed by a spirit of divination by removing her demon. For
this, they were arrested, beaten, and imprisoned. At midnight,
while singing praises to God, God caused an earthquake and
freed them and the other prisoners from their chains (Acts
16.25-26). Fearing their escape (Rome held jailers responsible
for their prisoners with their lives), the jailer was about to
kill himself when Paul intervened. This resulted in the jailer
and his family believing the gospel (Acts 16.29-32).

Leaving Philippi, Paul traveled south to Thessalonica. It is
commonly believed he spent about a month there (Acts 17.2). It
seems Paul must have ministered to the Jews on the Sabbath and
on the other days of the week to Gentiles. During this time he
worked to provide for his own needs (1 _Thessalonians 2.9; 2
Thessalonians 3.8; Philippians 4.16). Jewish priority ceased
with his Roman imprisonment (Ephesians 3.1). After this, Paul
went no longer to Jews first. God blessed his ministry among
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the Thessalonians: some Jews believed his gospel and a great
number of Gentiles believed, including several prominent women
(Acts 17.3-4). Despite the response, trouble again found the
great apostle, as it had in Philippi (Acts 16.16-40). Some
Jews, angry over his message, incited a mob and forced him to
leave (Acts 17.5-10).

Paul’s Message

Paul’'s letters to the Thessalonians reveal a godly Christian
church. This demonstrates the power of the gospel to change
lives for the Thessalonians were formerly idolaters (1
Thessalonians 1.9). His words reveal great love and tenderness
toward them. Little correction is found in the letters. They
were model believers.

Normally, Paul’s letters include little prophetic content.
Paul was the apostle of the Gentiles (Romans 11.13) and
prophecy in God’s plan primarily concerns Israel. But his
letters to the Thessalonians were an exception. The doctrinal
content of the letters is prophecy (1 Thessalonians 4.13-5.11;
2 Thessalonians 2.1-3.5) and Paul gave the Thessalonians a
solid foundation in things to come. In particular, he revealed
the previously unknown doctrine of the apndlw, the Rapture.
Most of Paul’s converts were Gentiles, former idol worshipers
(1 Thessalonians 1.9). They knew nothing of Jewish prophecies
much less the unknown truth of the Rapture. A statement of the
Lord’s return is found in every chapter of 1 Thessalonians (1
Thessalonians 1.10, 2.19-20, 3.11-13, 4.13-18, 5.9-11) and 1in
two of the three chapters of 2 Thessalonians (2 Thessalonians
1.6-10, 2.1, 8).

Date and Location

Paul wrote these letters about 52-53 A.D. from Corinth where
he ministered a year and a half (Acts 18.11). Due to Jewish
persecution, Paul and Silas escaped from the persecution in
Thessalonica at night and journeyed to Berea (Acts 17.10).
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Paul had more success with the Jews of Berea than in
Thessalonica (Acts 17.10-12). When the Jews of Thessalonica
learned Paul had gone to Berea they followed and stirred up
mobs against him (Acts 17.13). Paul departed for Athens and
left Silas and Timothy to minister to the Bereans (Acts
17.14-15). After preaching to the Athenians on Mars Hill, he
traveled to Corinth where he stayed a year and a half (Acts
18.1,5. 11). This was probably in the spring of 52 AD to the
fall of 53 AD. Later, Timothy joined him (1 Thessalonians
3.1-2, 6). We know the letter was written from Corinth, not
Athens, because Silas and Timothy had rejoined Paul (1
Thessalonians 1.1 ; Acts 18.1, 5). Paul wrote 2 Thessalonians
from Corinth shortly after his first letter for Silas had
reunited with him (2 Thessalonians 1.1). Silas disappeared
from Paul’s company after the second missionary journey as
Barnabas had after the first.

Comment

MPOLZ OEXTXANONIKEIZ®

1Th 1:1 NoadDAog¢ kKal XiAovavoc¢ kal Tiudébeog TR EKKAnoiq
OeooaAovikEwy €v Be® matpl kol kvpiw Incod Xplrot®d: ydpig ODuiv
Kal €ipAvn.

1Th 1:2 EVxopiotoDuev T® 6€®d mavtote mepl MAVIWY DPBY pvetlav
TMO10VUEVOL €M TOV TMPOCELYWV AUGVY,

1Th 1:3 &droaAeinTWG MVNUOVEVOVTEC VLUKV ToD €pyov TAC mMioTEWC
Kal toD kémov TAC dydnng kal TAC¢ UmopovAg¢ TAC €Amidog ToD
kvpiov AUOV Incod Xpiotod EumpooBev ToD Be0D KAl MATPOC AUDY,
1Th 1:4 €1d66tec, adeAgpol nyamnuévol MO OeoD, TAV €KAoynv
DUV,

1Th 1:5 dt1 TO €Vayy€éEA1OV NAUEOV OLK €yevAONn €1¢ DLPAC €v AdYyw
HOvoV AAAX Kal €v duvvdupel kol €v mvevpatl ayiw kal mAnpogopiq
MOAAf, KoBw¢ oibate olol &yevAbnuev €v dpiv 61’ OVPAC:

1Th 1:6 kal ODpeElC piuntal AUV €yevAdnte kal tol Kupiov,
be€duevol TOV Adyov €v BA{yel MOAARl META YopPAC MVEVHUATOC
ayiov,
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1Th 1:7 dote yevéobal VUACG TUTMOV MAc1v TOoilg¢ mMioTevoOVOlY €v T
Makebovig kal év Th Ayxaiq.

1Th 1:8 d&¢' Oukv yoap €E€Axntat 6 Adyog¢ toD kKvpiov oL povov €v
T Makebovig kal Ayalq, GAA’ £v mavtl témw f nicTic VPRV A
MPOG TOV Be0v €EeANALBeV, Wote PN xpelav EXElv AMAG AQAEiv TU-

With companions Silvanus (a.k.a. Silas) and Timothy, Paul
followed up their ministry to the Thessalonians with a letter
of encouragement. They greeted and conveyed thankfulness to
God for them and let them know they were in their prayers (vv.
1-2). Paul declared the church of the Thessalonians was “in
God the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ (év 6e®d matpl Kal
Kupilw Incod Xpiot®). What a great address! The next time
someone asks you where your church is, tell them, "“it 1is
located in God the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ.” God
has placed us in Christ, in the heavenlies (Ephesians 1.3).

That is our positional location and destiny.

Time and again Paul wrote of the trinity of faith, hope, and
love or combinations of these virtues (v. 3; cf. 1
Thessalonians 5.8; Romans 5.2, 5; 1 Corinthians 13.13; 2
Corinthians 8.7,10.15; Galatians 5.5-6, 22; Ephesians 1.15,
3.17, 6.23; Colossians 1.4, 23; 1 Timothy 1.14, 6.10-11; 2
Timothy 1.13; Titus 3.15; Philemon 1.5). Paul reiterated that
the gospel had come to them not only in word but in power with
the Holy Spirit (v. 5). The gospel-not signs and miracles-is
God’'s power for His Church. It alone can give life and light
to those who will believe it (Romans 1.16).
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Paul noted they had become followers of them (pwuntai) and
that the Thessalonians had received and followed their message
“in much affliction” (&v B6A{yel mMoOAAR), i.e., distress,
tribulation (v. 6). No doubt this referred to the tumult
fomented by the Jews to incite a mob to attack Jason’s house
(Acts 17.5-9) and other incidents. Paul’s word pwuntig for
“follower” (KJV) means to imitate or copy. It is the word from
which comes “mimic” and “mimeograph.” Throughout his letters,
Paul commanded believers to “imitate” or to “copy” him (1
Corinthians 4.16, 11.1; Ephesians 5.1; 1 Thessalonians 1.6,

2.14; Hebrews 6.12).> No other apostle did this. The
Thessalonians had responded and became godly examples (TUmov)
to all in Macedonia (northern Greece) and Achaia (southern
Greece).

1Th 1:9 avtol yap mepl AuBOV anayy€éAAovoilv omoiav eilcobov
EOXOUEV TPOC DMAC, Kol THC EMECTPEYATE MPOC TOV BeOV AMO THV
e10WAwWY dovAeve1v Bel® TWvTl KAl GANBLVY,

According to Luke, Paul was “explaining and giving evidence
that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead,
and saying, ‘This Jesus whom I am proclaiming to you is the
Christ’” (Acts 17.3). Some of the Jews Paul addressed with
this message responded. But his greatest success was among
Gentiles (Acts 17.4). Thus, the primary recipients of Paul’s
letter were Gentile believers. Paul wrote they had turned from



https://doctrine.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Greece_Map_City_States.jpg
http://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G3402&t=NASB
http://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G2347&t=NASB
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2017.5-9
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G3402&t=KJV
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Corinthians%204.16
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Corinthians%204.16
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Corinthians%2011.1
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ephesians%205.1
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Thessalonians%201.6
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Thessalonians%202.14
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Hebrews%206.12
https://doctrine.org/1-and-2-thessalonians/#follow
http://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G5179&t=NASB
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1Th%201.9
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2017.3
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2017.4

idols to serve the living and true God (v. 9). He would not
have addressed Jews in such manner.*
1Th 1:10 kol &voapévelv TOvV viov avToD €K TEV OVLPAVRAV, OV

AYE1PEV €K TWV veEKP®Y, Inocodv TOV pvduevov AUAC €K TAC OpYAC
TG €PXOMEVNG.

This 1is the first verse that reveals the nature of Paul’s
teaching beyond the gospel (1 Corinthians 15.1-4). The hope
for all who have believed Paul’s gospel is the return of
Christ. At His return for His Church, He will transform our
mortal flesh into bodies designed for eternity. At this time
the Lord will deliver believers who are alive from God’s
wrath: the Day of the Lord, the Tribulation.

The Rapture

Since we have a reference to the Lord’s return, let us pause
to examine the subject. Hostility to the doctrine of the Pre-
Tribulational Rapture 1is increasing. Some opposition comes
from non-Christians, which 1is understandable. But sadly, most
opposition to this divine truth comes from those who claim to
be Christians. Ultimately, the source of this hostility is
Satan. Increased antagonism to this key Christian doctrine
indicates the Lord’s return is near—for Satan’s purpose is to
confuse, sow discord, and deny believers of their hope.

The Pre-Tribulation Rapture is as sound a doctrine as Paul’s
gospel (1 _Corinthians 15.1-4). The Scriptures provide
overwhelming evidence of it. The reason for opposition 1is
twofold: 1) ignorance of the Scriptures (particularly Paul’s
letters) and 2) unbelief. Most refuse to accept it because
they do not want to. For them, tradition and religion 1is
dearer than the Scriptures. Like that generation of Jews at
Kadesh who refused to enter Canaan (Hebrews 3.11, 4.3), they
refuse God’s rest of the Rapture. As a result, they wander in
a wilderness of unbelief.
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While many verses affirm the Pre-Tribulational Rapture, only a
couple are needed to prove it: 1 Corinthians 15.51 and our
present verse, 1 Thessalonians 1.10, will suffice. 1
Corinthians 15.51 proves the fact of the Rapture. Paul stated
the Lord’s return and our resurrection (the Rapture) was a
“secret” (puvotApilov). The advent of Christ was not a secret.
Throughout the 0ld Testament, the Jewish prophets taught it.
The Lord taught it in His earthly ministry (Matthew 24.30,
44). Resurrection was not a secret. The Pharisees believed it
and Jesus taught it. Martha knew about it and believed it
(John 11.23-25). If Paul declared the Lord’s return and our
resurrection was a “secret,” it can mean but one thing: it was
a secret. Paul'’s teaching revealed something new—something God
had kept hidden until He revealed it to Paul.

1 Thessalonians 1.10 provides the timing of the Rapture: it
occurs before the Tribulation. Paul wrote, “Incolv TOV
pvouevov Auac €k thg 6pyAc thc €pyxopévng,”—“Jesus, the one who

delivers (or rescues) us from the coming wrath.”?

What did Jews understand theologically? Jewish theology was
based upon two great revelations proclaimed by the prophets.
One was the earthly Messianic kingdom God had promised Israel.
Most Christians pray for it (whether they realize it or not)
every Sunday (Matthew 6.10). The other was the Day of the
Lord. Technically, the Day of the Lord is composed of three
elements: 1) God’s wrath upon the earth, 2) the Messianic
kingdom, and 3) the creation of a new heavens and earth.
However, God’s wrath is the subject most associated with the
Day of the Lord. God revealed to David (c. 1,000 B.C.) that He
would pour His wrath upon Israel and the nations (Psalm 2.5,
9). Notice Israel and the Gentile nations were the subjects of
God’s wrath—not the Church. Not one verse of Scripture teaches
God will exercise wrath upon the Church, the body of Christ.

Every Jew knew the prophecies related to the Day of the Lord
and Israel’s kingdom. Peter proclaimed them on the day of
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Pentecost. Peter recognized that God’s gift of the Holy Spirit
was a sign of the kingdom. He expected all of Joel’s prophecy
to be fulfilled shortly— including God'’'s wrath. This is why he
quoted the entire prophecy (Acts 2.16-21 cf. Luke 3.16-17).

The chart below outlines Jewish theology. The verses noted
comprise only a small sample of hundreds of verses in the
Scriptures about these subjects. Interwoven into this
framework were prophecies of the Messiah—-the Suffering Savior
and Reigning King.

Summary of Jewish Theology as Revealed By the Prophets
The Wrath of God on the Earth

The Kingdom of God on the

(The Day of the Lord-The
Tribulation)

Earth

Isaiah 2.20-21; 24.19-23,
34.1-3, Jeremiah 30.5-7;
Zephaniah 1; Joel 2.1-11,
30-31; Zechariah 14.1-7

Isaiah 2.2-5; 9.6-7,

11.1-16;

Jeremiah 23.3-8, 30.8-24;
Ezekiel 36.21-38;
37.1-28; Zechariah 14.8-11

The Day of the Lord, the Tribulation, God’s wrath, 1is
something no believer of Paul’s gospel (1 Corinthians 15.1-4)
will experience. Paul stated as clearly as language can
express that the Lord will rescue believers from this dreadful
time. The Lord’s return that Paul taught was not the Lord’s
advent revealed by the prophets. It was a new and previously
unknown event, which was why he called it a “secret”
(Mvotnpilov). The purpose of the Rapture is twofold: 1) the
salvation of the believer’s body with a resurrection body (the
believer’s glorification, cf. Philippians 3.20-21) and 2) the
rescue of believers who are alive at the time from the wrath
God will bring upon the earth. Truly, this is a blessed hope!

Excursus: The Wrath of God

The word épynQ occurs 34x in the New Testament. Another word
for wrath is Buvudc¢ and occurs 18x in Luke 4.28; Acts 19.28;
Romans 2.8; 2 Corinthians 12.20; Galatians 5.20; Ephesians
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4.31;Colossians 3.8; Hebrews 11.27; Revelation 12.12, 14.8,
10, 19, 15.1, 7, 16.1, 16.19, 18.3, 19.15. Paul always used
evudéc to refer to human rather than divine wrath. Generally,
0py indicates intense, abiding anger while 6uvudég impulsive
fury. However, John, in Revelation, used both words
synonymously in reference to God. The below chart shows how
the word o6pyf is distributed.

Gospels Matthew 3.7; Mark 3.5; Luke 3.7, 21.23; John 3.36

Romans 1.18, 2.5, 8, 3.5, 4.15, 5.9, 9.22, 12.19,
13.4, 5
Ephesians 2.3, 4.31, 5.6
Paul Colossians 3.6, 8
1 Thessalonians 1.10, 2.16, 5.9
1 Timothy 2.8
Hebrews 3.11, 4.3

James James 1.19, 20

John Revelation 6.16, 17, 11.18, 14.10, 16.19, 19.15

Paul used the term épyfj more than any other writer: 22x
including Hebrews. The next most frequent use was by John in
Revelation: 6x.

As noted above, the wrath of God revealed by the prophets
referred most often to the Day of the Lord. This Day was
revealed in the Gospels and unfolded most completely in
Revelation. The Gospels cite God’'s wrath in the Matthew and
Luke passages noted above. In Revelation, all citations of
God's wrath refer to the Day of the Lord, the Tribulation (cf.
Revelation 1.10). Paul noted this apocalyptic wrath 7x: Romans
2.5, 12.19; Ephesians 5.6; Colossians 3.6; 1 Thessalonians
1.10, 2.16, 5.9.

1Th 2:1 Avtol yap oibdate, adeAgoi, tnv €ilcodov AUV TAV TPOC
DUOC OTUl 0D KEVN YEYOVEV,

1Th 2:2 &AAd mpomaBovieCc Kol VUPploBévTec KoBWG oidate €v
d1Ainmol¢ emappnolacducdba €v TR Ol AUOV AcAfjoal mPOC LUAC TO
gvayyéAlov 10D BeoD €v TMOAAR dAylvt.
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1Th 2:3 | yap mapdkKANG1¢ AUOV 0LK €K TAAvNG oLdE €& dkaBapoiag
ovde €v H0Aw,

1Th 2:4 &AAX KoBWC dedokiudopeBba vMO TOoD Be£0D MioTELOAVAL TO
evayyEéALOv oUTwG AaAoDuev, 0oUX WG AvOPWUTOLG APEOKOVTEG AAAQ
el T dokludlovtl TAC KOpdilag AUEV.

1Th 2:5 olte ydp mote €v AdOYWw KoAakeloag €&YyeEvAONUEV, KOOWC
oildate, olte &v mpogdoel mAgoveEiag, 6€0C pdpTULG,

1Th 2:6 oUte {ntolvteg €& dvOpunwv 66&av, obtTe &’ VUV olTte
an’ aAAwv,

1Th 2:7 dvvdpevol &v Bapel eivatl 0 Xpiotod AMOGTOAOl: AAA
EYEVABNUEY Amiol €v péow VMDY, WG €0V TPOPOC BAAMN TA £aLTAC
TEKVA -

1Th 2:8 oUtwg OpelpOuEvOl VLUV €VdBokoDuev peTtadodvatl VLUiv 00
uévov 1O €VOYYEA1LOV TOD B€0D AAAX Kal TAC €ovTEV Yuxdg, 61611
dyarnntol Auiv €yegvndnte.

Paul recounted how he and his companions had come to the
Thessalonians after suffering in Philippi and that they had
proclaimed the gospel in the face of much opposition (vv.
1-2). Paul constantly had to defend his apostleship and
ministry from persecutors, detractors, false teachers, and
even fellow believers. The letter reveals Paul’s exemplary
character and behavior towards the Thessalonians. His
exhortation was not with deceit (Advng) or with impure motives
(dkabapoiag) or guile (86Aw) (v. 3). He did not use flattery
(koAaketa), was not motivated by greed (mAeove&ia) (v. 5), and
did not seek glory or honor (66&a) (v. 6). On the contrary, he
came with gentleness (Amioc¢) as a nursing mother (v. 7). He
was willing to give his life for them for they had become dear
to him (v. 8). His exemplary character and behavior are worthy

to be imitated by all Christians.

1Th 2:9 Mvnuovevete yap, a&deAgoi, TOV KOMOV NAUREV KAl TOV
MOXOOoV: VULKTOGC Kal Auépag Epyalduevol mpog 1O MR EmiBapfoail
Tva DURV €KnpUEauev €1¢ DPAG TO €VayyéAlov TtoD Oeod.

1Th 2:10 Dpeic padpTLPeC Kol O Bedc, weg 60iwg kol dikaiwg Kal
AUEUMTWC DPIV TO1g TM1oTEVOVO1V EYEVABNUEVY,
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1Th 2:11 kabdnep oidate wg Eva EKaoTOV DUAV WG MATAP TEKVA
goqvToD

1Th 2:12 mnopakaAodDvTtec UVPAC Kol TmopapvOovpeEvol Kal
Haptvpduevol, €i¢ 10 mepinateiv vVPEC d&iwg ToD Ogo0d TOD
KaAoDvtog DuaG €1¢ TV €avtod PBaociAsiav kal H6&av.

Paul reminded the Thessalonians how he and his companions had
labored and endured hardship in ministering to them, working
“night and day” (vukto¢ kal fAuépag) and proclaimed the gospel
to them. Paul was careful to ensure he placed no financial
burden on the Thessalonians; they worked and paid their own
way. Paul’s actions were always above board. He gave no
opportunity for critics to accuse him of profiting from
ministry. The fact that Paul and his companions found
employment and worked night and day indicates they spent more
than a few weeks in Thessalonica. Paul kept reminding them to
recall (Mvnuovevete, v. 9, paptupec, v.10, oidate, v. 11)
their upright behavior towards them and their exhortation and
encouragement to live godly lives.

1Th 2:13 Kail &1a tobDto kKal Aueig evxapilotoduev TR Ol
adbraAeintwg, O0t1 mapaAofovtec Adyov Aakofg map’ AUEV TOoD B€0D
€0€Eao0Be o0 Adyov GvOpumnwv GAAX KOOBWG AANBKNC €otiv Adyov Beod,
0C¢ Kal gvepyeital €v VYTV TO1G MIOTEVOLOV.

1Th 2:14 Opyeic¢ yap piuntal €yevAdnte, &deAgol, TWV EKKANO1HVv
toD 0€0D TV ovolv €v TH Tovbailq &v Xpiot®d Incod, dt1 Ta adTA
ENMAOETE Kol DPETC VMO Thv 161wv oLPEULAETWV KABWC Kal aLTOl VMO
TV Tovdaiwv

1Th 2:15 thv Kol TOV KUPlOov AMOKTE1LVAVTIWY Incolv Kal TOULG
npoeNTac Kol AUOC EkdlwEAvTwv, Kal Oe®d pnN APEOKOVTIWY, Kol
nMao1v avepwrnoilgc &vavtiwy,

1Th 2:16 KwAvéviwv AUAC Toilg £O6veoctiv AaAfoatl (va ocwbwoiv, €1¢
TO AvamAnpdooatl abT@vV TAC OauapTiag madviote. E@Bacev d& &m’
avToOLC N Opyn €1¢ TEAOG.

1Th 2:17 Hueig 06€&, a&dbeAgpoi, damopeavicBEvTeCc A’ DUy mPOC
Kaltpov (pag, mpoowrnw oL kKapdiq, meplocotépw¢ Eomovdacauev TO
npoownov VPRV 16eilv €v mMOAAR Emiduuiq.
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1Th 2:18 61611 ABeAfoapev €ABeilv mMpoC¢ VUAG, &yw pev MadAog kal
amo€ kal 61¢, kKal EvEKoOyev AUOGC O ZaTAVAC.

1Th 2:19 ti{c¢ yap AUEV EATMIC A Yopd N OTEQPAVOC KavXNOEwC—H oLY1
Kal Upueic—Eunpoobev tod kKvpiov AuOV Incod €&v TR avTod
napovoiq;

1Th 2:20 Opeic ydp €ote | 66&a NUAIV Kol R Yapd.

The apostle expressed constant thankfulness that the
Thessalonians had received his teaching not as the “word of
men” but as “the Word of God” (v. 13). No clearer indicator of
the Holy Spirit’s influence is found than this. The Word of
God is “alive and powerful” (Hebrews 4.12). Once received and
mixed with faith, it begins to transform a believer into the
image of Christ (Romans 8.28; Philippians 1.6). The
Thessalonians joined the ranks of faithful believers, 1i.e.,
became “copies” (piuntai) of Christ along with the churches in
Judea (v. 14) who were suffering persecution for their faith.

Concerning their Jewish persecutors, Paul declared they had
killed the Messiah, the prophets, and were now persecuting
Paul and his companions (vv. 14-15). Specifically, these men
opposed and hindered Paul from taking the gospel to Gentiles
so they might be saved (v. 16). Paul declared that they were
acting “to fill up their sins always” (€i¢ T0 dvanAnphoat
avTEV TOG auaptiag mdvtote). As a result, “wrath had come upon
them at the end” (&€¢Bacev b6& &m’ avtToULC R Opyn €ig TéAOC).
Paul’s statement is to be understood in the context of the Day
of the Lord. Paul expected the Lord to return in his lifetime
and that unbelieving Jews would experience His wrath, the Day
of the Lord, the Tribulation. Luke’s account of their
encounter with Elymas (Bar-Jesus), who attempted to thwart
Paul from sharing the gospel with the Roman official, Sergius
Paulus (Acts 13.6-12) was a type of unbelieving and rebellious
Israel. Elymas’ blindness was temporary as Israel’s will be.
Paul wrote that all Israel would be saved (Romans 11.26). This
referred to every Jew who is alive right before the Lord
returns (cf. Matthew 23.37-39).
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Paul longed to see the Thessalonians and had attempted to come
to them more than once but Satan had hindered their travel (v.
17-18). These verses reveal that Satan can thwart Christian
ministry. The chapter closes with the precious statement that
the Thessalonians Paul had led to the Lord were their hope,
joy, and crown (v. 19-20). What a joyful day it will be when
believers to whom we have witnessed and ministered are present
with the Lord at His coming!

1Th 3:1 A10 PNKETL OTEYOVTEG €VOOKNOAUEV KOATOAELQOAvVAL €V
ABAvailg upoévor,

1Th 3:2 kol Enépyapev Ti1udOeov, TOV AOEAQPOV AUV KOl OLVEPYOV
To0 0e€0D €v TR evayyeAlw tod Xprotod, €1¢ 1O otnpi&atl LUAG Kal
nopoakaAécal vnep THG miotewg VPEV

1Th 3:3 10 undéva caivecbatr &v taic OA{yeolv TavTtalg. avTOl
yop oldate O0t1 €1¢ tolTO KElpEOQ:™

1Th 3:4 kal ydp 8te mpdC OPAC AHEV, TpoeAéyopev ODpiv 8Tt
HEAAOUEV BA1BeoBal, KaBWwC Kol €yéveto kol oidate.

1Th 3:5 610 TtoDTO KAYW MNKET1 OTEYWY EmMepya €1¢ TO yvival THV
nioctiv VYRV, pA Twg éneipacev VYOG O melpdlwv Kal €1¢ KEVOV
vévntatl 6 KOTMOG MUEV.

Paul was heavily engaged in disputing with the Jews in Athens
(Acts 17.17) as well as with the Athenian philosophers (Acts
17.18-31). During this time, his anxiety for the Thessalonians
reached a crisis so that “he could endure no longer” (A10
MNKET1 OoTéyovTteg, V. 1), (61 TtoDTO KAYW MNKETL OTEYWY” V. 5)
As a result, he sent Timothy to check on them because of his

deep concern and love.® Specifically, he sent him to strengthen
(otnpi&ail) and encourage (mapakaAécair) them (v. 2) and learn
of their condition in the faith (v. 5). Paul also wished them
to know that the persecution he was experiencing had been
foreseen (v. 3-4; Acts 9.16,14.22). He sent Timothy “to
establish and encourage you concerning your faith” (eig T0
vuac kal vmnep TAC mMiotew¢ LMWv). This should be the work of
all who minister and teach: believers need to understand what
they believe, why they believe it, and be encouraged in their
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knowledge of the Scriptures.

1Th 3:6 Aptl 6& &€ABOvTOC TipoB€éov mpog¢ NAMOEC A’ DUBV Kol
gvayyeAtoapévov AUiv AV miotiv Kol TAV Aydnnv Opdv, kol 6Tl
gxete pvelav AUBOY ayabnv mdvtote Emimobodvtec NHuAC 1d6eiv
kKaBdamnep kal Aueic Duac,

1Th 3:7 61a tolto mapekAnOnuev, d&deAgoi, €@’ vUiv &€nl mdon T
avaykn kal BA{yel Audv 61 TAC Vulv mioTewd,

1Th 3:8 6t1 vOv COuev €av DUETC oTAKETE €v Kuplw.

1Th 3:9 tiva yap €vyaplotiav dvvdueda TR Oeld dvtamodolvatl mepl
Oudv €mi mdon A Yapd [ xaipopev 61’ Vupdc Eunpoclev Tod Beod
AUEY,

1Th 3:10 vukTOC Kol NAUEPOC UMEpEKMEPlLOoooD deduevolr €1¢ TO
16elv VPRV TO mpéowmov kKol kKoatoapticatl Ta VotepAuata TAC
nictewg VUdV;

1Th 3:11 AUTOCc 6& O 6€0C¢ Kal mMatTApP NAUOV KAl O KUPlOGC NUREV
Inool¢ katevdBUVAL THAV 660V AURV TPOG VUAC:

1Th 3:12 dpacg 6& 0 kKUplog mAeovdoal Kal meplooevoatl TH dydmn
e1¢ GAAMAAOLC Kal €1¢ mdvtag, kKaBdmep kal AUEilc¢ €i¢ Duac,

1Th 3:13 €i¢ t0 otnpif&atr VpEv Tag kKapdlag dauéumtovg €v
aylwwoovvn Eumpoobev TtoD Be0D Kol MATPOC NAUEV €v TR mapouvcoiq ToD
kKvplov AUEV Inood petd MAvIwv TEv ayilwv adToD.

Timothy returned and reported good news to Paul of the
Thessalonians’ faith and love and their reciprocal desire to
see him. Of primary comfort was their faith (v. 7)—they were
holding to the doctrines learned from Paul. This comforted the
apostle in the midst of his own troubles (v. 7) so that he
wrote, “because now we live-if you stand firm in the Lord”
(v. 8). He prayed “night and day” to see them and to “complete
the things lacking in your faith.” What things did Paul have
in mind?

Paul summarized these concerns in the next few verses and
throughout the remainder of the letter: 1) that God would
direct his way to them (v. 11), 2) that God might increase

(mAgovdoatl) and abound (mepiloocsvoar)” their love for one
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another (v. 12), 3) that God would establish their hearts
blameless in holiness in His coming presence (mapouvciqa) with
his saints (cf. 1 Thessalonians 2.19). In the next chapter
Paul wrote specifically of the procedural aspects of the
Lord’s return.

1Th 4:1 Aowmdv obv, &beAgoi, £pwiidpev DPEC kal mapakoaAoDuev £v
Kuplw Inocod, (va Kabw¢ mapeAdfete mop’ AUOVY TO MRWC del VUAC
nepinateiv kal dpéokelv Beld, KabBwg kol mepimnateite, Tva
TMEPLOOEVNTE MHAAAOV.

1Th 4:2 oibdate yap tivac mapayyeAiac &6wkoapyev Duiv d1a Tod
kvpiov Inood.

1Th 4:3 tolto ydp €otliv B&éAnua toD BeoD, O Aylacuog VLUDV,
anéxeobal vpAc &mo tfAc mopveiag,

1Th 4:4 €16éval €kaotov VUWYV TO €avtoDd okeDog KtAoOal £€v
aylaou® Kol Tiuf,

1Th 4:5 uyn €v mddel €mbuvuiag kabamep kal Ta €Ovn TA P £160Ta
TOV O¢gdv,

1Th 4:6 t0 pn vnepPaivelv Kol MAEOVEKTEIV €v TH TPAYMATL TOV
adbeA@ov avtoD, 610T1 E€KO1KOC KUploC mMeEPl MAVIWY TOVTWY, KOOWC
Kal mpoeimoapev VYTV Kol dlepaptvpducda.

1Th 4:7 o0 yoap &€KAAecev NUOEC O Be£0C €ml akoBapoig AAA' €v
ay LOOUG .

1Th 4:8 tolyapolv 0 A&Betv 0oUK AvOpwrov ABeTel AAAX TOV BEOV
TOV Kol 6166vta 10 mveduya adToD TO &ylov €i1¢ VMEC.

1Th 4:9 Mepil 6& TAC @ LAadeApiac oL ypeiav €xete ypdoelv Duiv,
avtol yap vueic 6e€odidaktol €ote €i¢ TO dyamdv AAARAOULC:

1Th 4:10 kol yap moleite avTd €1¢ mMAvTaAC TOLG ABEAPOVLG TOULG €V
OAn Tt Makedoviq. moapoakaAoduev d& vuag, adbeAgoi, meprooevelv
MAAAOV,

1Th 4:11 kail @lAotipeioBat Aovxdlelv kal mpdooelv T 16i1a Kai
gpyaleobatl Taig YXEPOlv LUV, KABWG VUTvV mapnyyelAAUEY,

1Th 4:12 {va nepinoatite €LOoYNUOVWC TPOC TOUG £E&w Kol pndevocg
xpeilav &xnte.

Paul encouraged the Thessalonians to continue to excel in the
instruction he had given them in living a Christian life (v.
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1). Paul’s doctrine was not a result of his own initiative; it
came “through the Lord Jesus” (6ia tod kvpiov Inocod, v. 2) and
“the will of God” (©¢éAnua tob 6€oD, v. 3). The risen Lord
commissioned Paul as the “apostle of grace,” the “apostle of
the Gentiles” (Romans 11.13) and laid a new foundation of
truths we call Christianity (1 Corinthians 3.10 cf.Acts
11.26). These truths came from his special commission as the
apostle of the Gentiles and the revelations he received from
the risen Lord. Paul declared he was the “first,” the
“prototype,” and the “pattern” (mpldtog¢, vmotvnwolc¢, 1 Timothy
1.15-16) of a new order. He is to Christianity what Abraham
and Moses were to Judaism. From Paul come doctrines he called
“secrets” (pvotnplov) for prior to him no one knew them. One
of these secrets was the Pre-Tribulation Rapture (1
Thessalonians 4.15; 1 Corinthians 15.51).

The intended result of his teaching was “your sanctification”
(6 aylaopog¢ Lp®V). Paul warned the Thessalonians to abstain
from sexual immorality (v. 3-5) and not live like Gentiles who
did not know God. They should avoid cheating one’s Christian
brother and declared God would punish such behavior
(616t1 EkbBlkKOC KUplog mepl mdviwv TOVTWVY, V. 6). Paul
adamantly taught believers are under grace and that Christian
living operates wholly apart from the Mosaic Law. This
glorious status does not give believers license to sin. On the
contrary, Paul taught God had chosen believers not for
impurity but for holiness and warned that one who rejected
this instruction was not rejecting man but God and the
indwelling Holy Spirit (v. 7-8). All true believers wish to
please the One who died and rose from the dead for them and
gave them eternal life.

The Doctrinal Content of the First Letter: The Order of the
Rapture (1 Thessalonians 4.13-5.11)

1Th 4:13 00 O6éAopev 6& VpOGG dayvoeiv, adbeAgoi, mepl THOV
KOlMWHEVWY, Tva uf Aumfjofe KaBw¢ Kol ol Aolmol ol PR EXOVTIEG
eATida.
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1Th 4:14 €1 yap miotevouev Otl Inocodg daméBavev Kal A&véotn,
oDTWG Kol 0 Be0C TOULC KOolunBévtag 61a tod Incod &Eel oLV ALTH.

1Th 4:15 toDto yap UUiv Aéyoupev €v Adyw kKvpiov, Ot1 AUEig ol
Cvtec ol mepilAenbduevol €i¢ tHv mapovoiav tod Kvpiovu oV WA
@OAOWUEY TOUC KOl1unBévTac:

1Th 4:16 0Tl aDTOC O KUPlOC €V KEAELOMATL, €v Qwvi] &dpxayy&éAov
Kal €v odAmiyyt Oeod, kataBAocetatl &m’ ovpavod, kKal ol vekpol
€v Xplot® dvoaotnoovTal TPRTOV,

1Th 4:17 &neirta Aueig¢ ol TWvtec ol meplAgeinduevol Gua oLV
avToi¢ apraynodueda €v vepeEAalg €1¢ amdvtnolv tob Kupilouv €1ig¢
aépa- kal oVtwg madvtote ovv Kupilw €odueba.

1Th 4:18 Wote mapakaAeite GAAAAOLC €v TOi1G AOYyOlC TOUTOLG.

Verses 13-18 reveal the order of the Lord’s return for all who
have believed Paul’s gospel. Paul declared he did not wish the
Thessalonians to be ignorant (dayvoeiv) about believers were
“asleep” (koluywpévwv, v. 13). This word is used for “sleep”
and euphemistically for “death.” It is found 19x in the New
Testament and Paul used it 10x (1 Corinthians 7.39, 11.30,
15.6, 18, 20,51; 1 Thessalonians 4.13-15). ALl of Paul'’s uses
were the latter sense: for death. Half of Paul’s uses referred
to the Rapture. The reason Paul did not want the Thessalonians
to be ignorant was that he did not want them to grieve (over
death) as ol Aowmol ol un &€yxovtec éAnida, “the rest who have
no hope” (v. 13). For the unbeliever, death is a subject with
extremely heavy baggage. Deep down, every person (even
atheists) knows God exists. Every person knows he 1is
accountable to Him. This is the source of man’s fear of death.
Death means an encounter with the holy, righteous God.
Believers, while not welcoming death, have no reason to fear
it. Every true believer lives with the faith that Christ has
paid for his sins and that God has clothed him with Christ’s
righteousness (Romans 3.22, 26). Every believer has God’s
promise of resurrection and eternal life. The believer knows
his fate and the fate of those who have trusted Christ. This
is the great divide between believers and unbelievers.
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In verse 14 is Paul’s gospel: the death and resurrection of
Christ for our sins (cf. 1 Corinthians 15.1-4). Herein lies
assurance of salvation. All who have believed Christ has died
and risen from the dead for them have salvation as a present
possession and rest in the hope of resurrection. This
salvation is based on trust alone, wholly apart from works
(Ephesians 2.8-9). Those who have died (koiun®6évtac 61a ToD
TnoobD)-literally, “were put asleep through Jesus” and have
believed Paul’s gospel will participate in the Rapture.

Verse 15 begins Paul’s exposition of the order of the Rapture.
As noted above, the Rapture was a doctrine God had kept
hidden. No one knew about it until the ascended Lord revealed
it to Paul. Thus, Paul wrote
tolto yap Vuiv Aéyopev €v Adyw kupiov “for this we are telling
you is by the word of the Lord.” This means Paul received the
doctrine of the Pre-Tribulation Rapture by divine revelation.
He revealed that when the Lord comes in the air, those who are
alive in Christ will not precede those who have died 1in
Christ. Paul’s use of “we” in “we who are alive and remain”
indicated he thought the Lord would return in his lifetime.
Paul was wrong about the timing. God did not reveal His timing
to the great apostle. God’s timing is a most guarded secret.
He tells men what will happen but not when it will happen.
Paul had no idea nearly 20 centuries would elapse. Why has God
allowed so much time to pass? The brief answer is that God 1is
merciful. When the Rapture occurs, it will trigger the Day of
the Lord-His wrath. He has delayed it for nearly 2,000 years
so a maximum number of people might be saved under Paul’s
glorious gospel of grace. But while hundreds of years have
passed, God remains faithful. He keeps His word. When He says
something will happen, it will happen.
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Behold, I tell you a secret (1
Corinthians 15.51)

The Lord’s descent from heaven will occur after three
initiating actions: 1) a shout, 2) the voice of an archangel,
and 3) the trumpet of God. The Lord will vacate heaven with a
shout (kéAgvopa) which will alert heaven to the great event of
the resurrection of the Church, the body of Christ. The Greek
word translated “shout” is a galvanizing command, e.g., “Now!”
Concomitant to the Lord’s shout will be the voice of the
archangel and the trumpet of God. These commands signal the
rising of the dead in Christ (the body of Christ). Trumpets
are instruments that herald action. Historically, they have
announced special or celebratory events or signaled troops in
battle. This trumpet is called “trumpet of God”—a designation
different from the trumpets of Revelation. Paul also called it
the “last trumpet” (1 _Corinthians 15.52). It was so named for
it heralds completion of the Church, the body Christ. It will
signal the celebratory rallying of believers to the Lord who
will meet Him in resplendent, eternal, resurrection bodies.
This “trumpet of God” has nothing to do with the trumpets of
Revelation (Revelation 8.6) which herald God’s judgment.
Nothing in Paul’s writings on the Rapture contain a hint of
judgment. On the contrary, his language is that of glorious
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expectation and hope. The book of Revelation concerns Israel
and the nations in the last days; the Church is nowhere to be
found.

An instant after the dead in Christ are raised, all who are
alive in Christ on earth are transformed. We will be snatched
from the earth to meet the Lord in the air. The word for
“snatched” is apmnayncoueba. The verb is a future passive
indicative: the subject receives the action. In other words,
believers will do nothing. The Lord Himself will seize us,
transform us, and cause us to meet Him in the air. Notice this
gathering occurs in the air. The Lord does not come to earth
as He will in His second coming at the end of the Tribulation
(Acts 1.9-11; Zechariah 14.4). Our meeting with Him will be an
eternal one. We will live with Him forever.

Finally, Paul wrote,
“nmapakaAeite &AAAAovG €v Ttoic¢ Adyoilc TovTolg” (v. 18). The
verb mopokoAeite is a present active imperative—a command. The
present tense indicates ongoing action. Our God-given orders
are “keep encouraging one another with these words”—the hope
and truth of the Pre-Tribulational Rapture.

Order of the Rapture: Each in his order (1 Corinthians 15.23)

The Lord descends with a shout with the
voice of the archangel, with the trumpet
of God

1 Thessalonians
4.16

1 Thessalonians
4.16

The dead in Christ rise first

1 Thessalonians

Those who are alive and remain rise next

4.17

Both groups unite with the Lord in the air | 1 Thessalonians
to be with Him forever 4.17

We are commanded to comfort one another 1 Thessalonians
with this truth 4.18

1Th 5:1 Mepil 6& TRV YXpovwv Kal THV Kalpwv, d&deAgoi, ov ypeiav
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£xete VUiV ypdpeobart,

1Th 5:2 avtol yap akplBi¢ oidate Ot1 AUEpa KuploL WG KAEMTNG
€V VUKT1 oDUTwG EpyeTat.

1Th 5:3 dtav Aéywolv: EipAvn kal docedAeira, téte aigvidrog
avTtoi1¢ ¢plotatat dAeBpog Komep | wWdiv TH €v yaotpl €xovon, Kal
o0 MUN €KOUYWO1V.

1Th 5:4 Vueicg 6¢, ddeAgpoi, oUK €o0te €év okdtTel, Tva [ AUéEpa
DUOC WG KAEMTNG KOTAAdBn,

1Th 5:5 nmdvteg yap LUeiC viol QwTAC €ote Kol viIOl AMEPAG. OVK
EO0UEV VLKTOC ovudE OKOTOULG:

1Th 5:6 &pa oDV uf kaBevdwpev O¢ ol Aotmo{, GAAX ypnyopRUEY
KOl VANQWUEV.

1Th 5:7 ol yap koaBevbdoviec VULKTIOC KaBevbdovolv, Kal ol
MEBVOKOUEVOL VULKTOC HEBVOULGLV:

1Th 5:8 Aueic¢ 6& Auépacg O6vteg vAPwueEvV, €vduvoduevol BWpaka
niotewg kol aydmnng kal mepikepaAaiav EAnida ocwtnpiag:

1Th 5:9 06t1 oUK E€6€T0 NUAC O Beog €ic O6pYyNV AAAQ €1¢
nepinoinolv ocwtnpltag d1a tod kvpiov AUV Inocod Xpiotod,
1Th 5:10 toD dmoBavovtog mepl AUV Tva €ite ypnyophuev €ite
KaABEVOWUEY Gua oLV aDTRH CACWUEV.

1Th 5:11 610 moapakoAeite GAAAAOUC kal oikobopeite el TOV Eva,
KOOWG Kol TOleiTE.

The Deliverance of the Believer From the Tribulation, the Day
of the Lord

The conjunctive Mepil 6& of verse 1 sets this section apart
from what Paul wrote in the previous chapter in verses 13-18.
Paul explicitly stated members of the Church, the body of
Christ, would not experience God’s wrath. He wrote that his
readers did not need him to write anything regarding the Day
of the Lord (v. 1). He had taught them about prophetic events
when he was with them. Paul reiterated that the Day of the
Lord will come “as a thief in the night”
(wg KAEMTNGCEV vuktl oUtwg &€pyetatl)—suddenly and unexpectedly
(v. 2). The verb E&pyetalr is a present middle (deponent)
indicative. The present tense “is coming” emphasizes the
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ongoing certitude of the event but carries a future sense (cf.
John 14.3). During this time, the mainstream media will be
proclaiming “Peace and safety” (eipAvn kal &c@dAeia). The verb
AEywolv 1is a present active subjunctive and has the sense
“while they are saying.” A state of complacency will exist in
the world. In the midst of this false security, disaster will
fall (v. 3). Those who declare “peace and safety” are
unbelievers who will fall prey to Satan’s deceit and God’s
earthly judgment.

Let the reader compare Paul’'s language of verses 3-9 and note
the black bold and black bold bracketed pronouns. The bold
pronouns refer to unbelievers. The bracketed bold pronouns are
believers. A dramatic contrast exists between “they,” “them”
(unbelievers) and “we,” “us” (believers). Everything in Paul’s
language indicated believers would not experience the Day of
the Lord, the Tribulation. “They” (unbelievers) will fall
under the “night” of the Tribulation. “We” (believers) are
sons of light and will be delivered from darkness (vv. 4-5).

n

> While they are saying, “Peace and safety!” then destruction
will come upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman

with child, and they will not escape. * But [you], brethren,
are not in darkness, that the day would overtake [you] like

a thief; °> for [you] are all sons of light and sons of day.

6

[We] are not of night nor of darkness; ° so then let [us] not

sleep as others do, but let [us] be alert and sober. ’ For

those who sleep do their sleeping at night, and those who get

drunk get drunk at night. °® But since [we] are of the day,
let [us] be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and

love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation. ° For God has
not destined [us] for wrath, but for obtaining salvation
through our Lord Jesus Christ,

In verses 6-8, Paul counseled the Thessalonians to be “alert
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and sober” along with Paul’s familiar trilogy of
encouragement: faith, love, and hope. Paul concluded this
section by restating believers will not experience God’'s wrath
(cf. 1 Thessalonians 1.10). He wrote 0Tl oUK £€0€T0 AUAG O B€0C
gei¢ opynv “God has not set us in the place for wrath” (v. 9).
The verb £6eto is a second aorist middle indicative. Even
though the event of God’s wrath is future, the believer’s
deliverance is regarded as a past event. It is certain-God has
given His word. In the middle voice, the subject acts 1in
relationship to itself. In this context, it has the sense,
“God placed us in respect to Himself not for wrath, but for
obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.” This
salvation 1is not deliverance from sin and death-believers
possess that already. This salvation is the saving of the
body, the acquisition of a resurrection body-the believer’s
glorification and rescue from the wrath God will unleash upon
the earth.

The Believer’s Threefold Salvation
Past forensic
Salvation from ,
I . declaration and
Justification | the penalty of | Past _ L,
cin possession of Christ’s
righteousness
Salvation from Present work of the
Sanctification| the power of |Present| Holy Spirit to deliver
sin us from sin’s power
Salvation from Future deliverance of
Glorification | the presence | Future | our mortal bodies from
of sin sin and death

Paul closed the section with his gospel, “who died for us”
(tod dmoBavovtog vmeEp AUWY, v. 10). The purpose of His death
was “so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will live
together with Him.” This refers back to what he wrote in 1
Thessalonians 4.13-17. He closed this verse as he had that
passage—-610 mapoakaAeite &AAAAOLG Kol oikodboupeite—to encourage
and edify one another with this truth (v. 11). Again, the



http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Thessalonians%201.10
http://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G5087&t=NASB
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Thessalonians%204.13-17
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Thessalonians%204.13-17

verbs mnapokaAeite and oikobdoueite are imperatives. Paul
commanded us to encourage one another with the truth of the
Pre-Tribulation Rapture.

1Th 5:12 Epwt@dpev & Ludg, adbeAgol, €idéval TOLC KOMIEVTOAG €V
VM1V Kal mpoictoanévoug VU@V €v kKupiw kal vouvBetolvtag LAC,

1Th 5:13 kal fyeicBal avtovg UmepekneploooD €v dydmn 6ia TO
Epyov avT@V. €lpnvevete €v €avutoic.

1Th 5:14 mnopakaAoDuev 6& OVpag, adeAgoi, vouvbBeteite TOUVC
dtdktOoUG, TOAapapLOETIOBE TOULG OAlyoyOLYouG, AGvTéxeobe TRV
dcOeVV, HAKPOBLUETTE MPOC TAVTOG.

1Th 5:15 0pGTe MA T1C KAKOV AvTl KOKOD Tlvl Amodld, AAAQ
MAVTOoTE TO &yabov diwkete €1¢ GAAAAOULG Kol €1¢ mdvtac.

1Th 5:16 mdvtote yaipete,

1Th 5:17 d&b6raAseintwg mpooevyeobe,

1Th 5:18 €v mavtl evyoploteite: TOoDTO YOUp OEANUA Beod €v
Xp1ot® Inood €ig¢ Duac.

1Th 5:19 10 mvebdya un oBévvute,

1Th 5:20 nmpognteiac pn €Eovbeveite:

1Th 5:21 mdvta 6& dokiualete, TO KAAOV KATEXETE,

1Th 5:22 &no mavtog €1dovg movnpol AmnéEyxeobe.

1Th 5:23 AUtT0Cc 6& O Be0¢ TAC €ipAvng ayldooatl DUAC OAoTeEAE(C,
Kal OAOKANPpov VUGV TO mvedua Kol [ yuxn Kol TO COMA GUEUTITWG
ev T moapovoiq tod Kuplov AuEY Inocod Xpiotod tnpnbetin.

1Th 5:24 miot0¢ 6 KaA®@v VWPAG, O0C Kol TOLACEL.

1Th 5:25 AdeAgoi, mpooelyecBe mepl AUDV.

1Th 5:26 domndoacBe TOLG ADEAPOULC MAVTOC €v QLAAMATL ayilw.

1Th 5:27 évopkilw DPAC TOV KUPlOov Avayvwodbfval THV ETMIOTOANV
naolv toi¢ &deAgoic.

1Th 5:28 i xdpi¢ tod Kvpiov AuWY Incod XpiotoD HED’ DURV.

Paul closed the letter with his usual statements of care,
concern, and encouragement. These included a request to
appreciate and esteem those who were in charge over them (v.
13) as well as the following pithy counsel (all imperatives).
Every believer should strive to live according to these words
of wisdom—which read like a creedal statement for Christian
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living:

1. Admonish the unruly (v. 14)

2. Encourage the fainthearted (v. 14)

3. Help the weak (v. 14)

4. Be patient with all (v. 14)

5. Repay no one evil for evil (v. 15)

6. Seek good for one another and all (v. 15)
7. Rejoice always (v. 16)

8. Pray without ceasing (v. 17)

9. In everything give thanks (v. 18)

10. Do not quench the Spirit (v. 19)

11. Do not despise prophecy (v. 20)

12. Examine everything carefully (v. 21)

13. Hold to that which is good (v. 21)

14. Abstain from all appearance of evil (v. 22)

Paul wished God to sanctify them and that their spirit, soul,

and body ° be preserved blameless at the presence or coming
(é¢v Tt mapovoiqa) of the Lord Jesus Christ (v. 23). More
encouraging words were, “Faithful is the one calling you who
will also make it happen” (v. 24). Paul had long goodbyes: an
indicator of his love and tender-heartedness. He asked for
their prayers (v. 25) and that they greet one another with a
holy kiss (v. 26).

Paul’s final admonition is the strongest statement he gave in
regard to the reading of his letters. Paul “adjured”

(£vopkiCw, present active indicative)® by the Lord that this
letter be read to all believers (v. 27; cf. Colossians 4.16; 2
Thessalonians 3.14). This was strong language. The verb
¢vopkilw means to place under an oath. Thus, Paul put the
Thessalonians (and us!) wunder obligation to read 1
Thessalonians. Since the primary doctrine of 1 Thessalonians
was the Pre-Tribulation Rapture, every believer is obliged to
know this vital truth. It is not too strong to state that
Christians who do not follow this charge disobey the Lord
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Jesus Christ since we are under orders to know and encourage
one another with this doctrine. Paul closed the letter with
his singular salutation
—H xdpi¢ t0D Kupiovu AUWV InooD XpiotoD ped’ OVuwv (cf. 2
Thessalonians 3.17-18)—the apostle of grace!

2 Thessalonians
Introduction

This letter follows up on Paul’s first letter. Paul wrote 2
Thessalonians for two purposes: 1) to correct the false
teaching that the suffering the Thessalonians were
experiencing was the Day of the Lord and 2) to elaborate on
the personage of the one who will come and claim to be God.
John called this individual the Beast, the Antichrist. Paul’s
instruction in these two areas contain the doctrinal content
of the letter.

Comment
MPOX OEX>XANAONIKEIX B

2Th 1:1 NadAoc¢ kal X1Aovavo¢ Kol TiudéBeog ThH €EKKAnoiq
0ecoaAovV1KEWY €V Bel maTpl ANEV Kal kKvpiw Incod Xpiotd-

2Th 1:2 xapig vuiv kal eipivn &no 6eod matpog kail kvpiov Incod
Xpliotod.

Paul and his friends Silvanus (Silas) and Timothy (1
Thessalonians 1.1) greeted their beloved Thessalonians. Paul
saluted his readers with the words which identified his
apostleship, “Grace and peace” (yxdpi¢ Luiv kKal €ipAvn &mno Oeod
natpo¢ kal kvpiov Incod Xpiotod).

2Th 1:3 EvUyapiloteiv o¢peiAopev TH Oe® mAvToTeE TMEPL DVUDV,
adbeAgpoi, koBwg GE16v €otiv, Ot1 vmMepavEdvel [ mMioTl¢ LUOV Kol
nmAeovdlel | aydmn €vOoC EKAOTOL TMAVTWY VPEY €1¢ GAAAAOULC,

2Th 1:4 {ote oa0TOLC NAMUOEC €v VPiv E€ykauvydobal &v TOig
EkkAnoiailg toD BeoD vmep TAG UMOMOVAC VURV Kal mioTewg €v
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niciv 1oi¢ Hlwypoic Vpdv kol taic OA{yeoiv alc dvéyeobe,

2Th 1:5 Evbdeiyua tAC¢ Oi1kalag kploewg tod OgoD, €il¢ TO
kataE wwofivatl dudc thc PaciAeiag tod Beod, VMEP AC Kol mdoxeTe,

2Th 1:6 einep dikatov moapa 6eld dvtamodolvalr toig OBATBoOUGVY
VMAG BATy1v

2Th 1:7 kol Upiv T0i1C OA1BOMEVOLIC AveEO1Y HEDB' AUBY &€v TN
anokaAvyel tod kvpiov Incod d&m’ ovLpavoDd peT’ AYyYEAWY OULVAUEWC
avtoD

2Th 1:8 &€v @Aoyl mupdg, 6166vtog €kdiknolv toig un €1ddol BeOV
Kal toilg¢ pf vmokovovslv T® €vayyeAiw tod kupilov AuWv Incov,

2Th 1:9 oitwveg d6i1knv tiocovolv BAeBpov aiwviov AMO TPOCWIOU
to0 kupiov kal amd th¢ 66&nc thic tloxvog avtoD,

2Th 1:10 dtav &EABn €vbo&aobivalr &€v toic¢ ayioig avtod kal
foavuacBbfival €v mdclv TOi1¢ mMioTtevoaolv, OTl EMloTEVON TO
HoPTOPlOV AUEY €@’ VAG, &v TH AuéEpa Ekelvn.

2Th 1:11 €ic¢ 0 kal mpoocegvyOueda madvtote mePl LUEV, Tva DPAG
ag1won TAC KAAOEWG O BedC AMWY Kol mMAnpwon macav evdokiav
ayabwovvnec kal £pyov mMicTeEwG &€v duvdAuer,

2Th 1:12 O6nwcg €vdo&oocBi TO Ovopa ToD Kupiov AUEV IncoDd é€v
Uuiv, kKol Vpeig €v a0TH, Kata TRV X4dplv ToD BeoD AUOV Kal
kvplov Inocod XpiotodD.

Paul wrote they “owed” (o6¢@eiAouev) the Thessalonians constant
thanks for their abundantly increasing (vmepoavédvel) faith (or
faithfulness) and their love for one another (v. 3). Nothing
pleased Paul more than to receive this knowledge. The
Thessalonians’ endurance and faithfulness in the midst of
persecution (6wwypoic) and distress (BAiyeoclv) was such a
stalwart testimony that Paul boasted about them among the

churches (koavydoBal® év taic ékkAnoiaic tol Oeol). Look at the
Thessalonians! Can anyone compare? Paul stated such suffering
indicated their worthiness of the kingdom of God and that
their persecution demonstrated God’s justice of repaying their
suffering with His judgment (vv. 5-6 cf. Romans 12.19;
Deuteronomy 32.35). The wrath of God Paul cited was two-fold:
His earthly judgment of a world rejecting the gospel (by
worship of the Beast) (vv. 7-8) and His eternal punishment of
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those who have rejected the truth and His love and mercy (v.
9). The phrase “rest with us” (dveociv ped’ Auiv) in verse 7 1is
a reference to the Rapture. The word dveolv means a relief
from persecution. Members of the Church, the body of Christ,
will “rest” during the period when Christ will exercise His
wrath upon earth. Christ’s return will demonstrate His
faithfulness to all who have trusted Him (v. 10). Paul closed
this section with his declaration that they prayed for them
always (v. 11) and that they might be faithful so that the
name of the Lord Jesus would be glorified in them and they in
Him (v. 12).

The Doctrinal Content of the Second Letter: Correcting False
Teaching that Believers Will Experience the Tribulation (2
Thessalonians 2.1-3.5)

2Th 2:1 Epwt@uev 6& vupacg, adeAgoi, vmep t1ACc mapovoioag Tod
kKvpiov AUV Incod Xpiotod kal AUEV Emiovvaywyfc &€m’ adTOV,

2Th 2:2 €i¢ TO MN TOXEWG OOAELOAval VLUAC A&mo ToD voog unde
OpocioBatl pAte 61 mvevPatog MATE O1a Adyov PYATE 61’ EMIGTOARC
Ww¢ 61’ AUV, wg Otl évéotnkev N Nuépa tod Kupiov.

2Th 2:3 upA tT1¢ DPOC €€amatAon Kata pndéva tpdmov: OTL €av M
EAON ) amootooia mpdTtov Kol AmMoKaALEBR 6 Avepwrog TAC dvouiag,
0 viog ThAC anwAstiac,

2Th 2:4 6 dvtikeipevog kol vmepailpduevoc €ml mavia Agyouevov
0eov f| oéBaocpa, (Kote aLTOV €1¢ TOV vaov toD Beod kaBioat
amode1kvivta €ovtov 0Tl €0T1v BElC.

2Th 2:5 o0 pvnuoveveTe 0Tl €Tl WV TMPOG VLUAC TaDTa E€Ageyov LUiv;

2Th 2:6 kal vOv T0 Katéyov oidate, €1¢ TO AMOKAALEOAvVAL AVTOV
EV TR €ovtod Kolp-

2Th 2:7 10 yap pvotAplov Adn évepyeital thA¢ dvopiag: pdévov 0O
KOTEXWY ApTl EwC €K MEOOUL yévnTat.

2Th 2:8 kal téte AmokaAv@brioeTalt 0 Avoupog, Ov O KUpPlog Inooilg
adveAel T® mvevpatt TOoD OTOMOTOC OaUTOD KAl KOTAPYNOEL T
enmigoveia thH¢ mapovoiag¢ avToD,

2Th 2:9 oV €otiv R mapovoia kat’ &vépyetav ToD Tatavd &v mdon
buvduel kal onuetlolg Kol TEPAG1V YevdHOLG
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2Th 2:10 kail €v ndon &mdtn &dikiag toic &moAAvpévoilcg, &ve’' wv
™V dydnnv TtH¢ dAnbeiag ovK £6£Eavto €1¢ TO owbival avTOVC:

2Th 2:11 kol 61a ToDTO MépmeEl aVTOIC O OedC &vépyelav MAAVNG
el¢ TO mioteboal abTOLG TR Yevbde,

2Th 2:12 {va Kp1B{o1lv mMAvTEC 0ol MNn mioTeLoavTeC TH AAnBeiq
AAAQ €vdokAoavteC TH Adikiq.

Chapter two contains the doctrinal portion of the letter.
Having greeted and encouraged the Thessalonians, Paul wrote to
correct the false teaching that believers will experience the
Tribulation and provide more explanation concerning future
events. This response had become necessary because someone had
forged a letter pretending to be Paul and stated that the
suffering the Thessalonians were undergoing was the Day of the

Lord.* Learning of this Paul responded quickly to correct this
error. Paul besought (Epwtuev) the Thessalonians “by the
coming or presence of our Lord Jesus Christ and assembling
with Him” (vnegp tAC mapovoiagtod kKvpiov AUEv Incod Xpiotod Kal
AUV €miovvoaywyic €m’ o0Tév). Thus, Paul asked the
Thessalonians on the basis of the Lord’s sure return and our
meeting Him in the air (cf. 1 Thessalonians 4.17) not to
be disturbed in their thinking (€i1¢ TO M TOXEWC OCOAAELORvVAL
vuacamno tod vooc¢ uAtTe Opoeicbatl) by a spirit, or by a
teaching, or by a purported “letter as if from us” (&mi6TOARC
WG 61’ NAuiv) that the Day of the Lord had come (v. 2). Paul
cited three possible sources of deceit: 1) a spirit 2) a
teaching 3) a forged letter. Especially interesting is Paul’s
citing a “spirit.” This referred to a Satanically controlled
spirit attempting to deceive them. From Paul’'s words, we can
ascertain that Satan is intently interested in deceiving
believers as to the truth of the Pre-Tribulation Rapture. Paul
cautioned to let no one deceive (&£Eamatfon) them. To prevent
deception, Paul gave them a concrete marker for the appearance
of the Day of the Lord. He wrote that before it comes there
will first (mpdtov) come | anoctoacia. What did this mean?

Examination of Amootoaoia
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The word damootacia occurs twice in the Scriptures—here and
Acts 21.21. In Luke’'s record, James and company questioned
Paul about what they had heard-that he was teaching Jews to
depart from or forsake Moses. The verb associated with
armootaoctia is a@ioctnut and occurs 15x in the New Testament. It
formed from the preposition andé (away from) and the
verb {otnut (“stand”—from which we derive words such as
“antihistamine).” Paul used this word 5x if we 1include
Hebrews: 2 Corinthians 12.8; 1 Timothy 4.1, 6.5; 2 Timothy
2.19; Hebrews 3.12. The only other writer to use it was Luke
(as in the case of the noun): Luke 2.37, 4:13, 8.13, 13.27;
Acts 5.37-38, 12.10, 15.38, 19.9, 22.29. The chart below shows
the usage of these two words.

Pauline Passage Qualifier
amootacia
Let no one in any way deceive
5 you, for it will not come
_ unless the d&mootaocia comes Physical
Thessalonians , :
5> 3 first, and the man of| withdrawal

lawlessness is revealed, the
son of destruction,

and they have been told about
you, that you are teaching all
the Jews who are among the

“depart from
Acts 21.21 Gentiles to forsake Moses, P

. . , Moses”
telling them not to circumcise
their children nor to walk
according to the customs.
apiotnu
Concerning this I implored the
2 Corinthians Lord threz times thai it might Physical
12.8 9 withdrawal

leave me.
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1 Timothy 4.1

But the Spirit explicitly says
that in later times some
will fall away from the faith,| “depart from
paying attention to deceitful| the faith”
spirits and doctrines of
demons,

1 Timothy 6.5 |the truth, supposing that gain

Perverse disputings of men of

corrupt minds, and destitute of
Physical

; 13
is godliness: from such| withdrawal

withdraw thyself. (KJV)*

2 Timothy 2.19 |knows those who are His,” and,

Nevertheless, the firm
foundation of God stands,

having this seal, “The Lord
“depart from

. wickedness”
Everyone who names the name of

the Lord is to abstain from
wickedness.”

Hebrews 3.12

Take care, brethren, that there
not be in any one of you an
evil, unbelieving heart that
falls away from the living God.

“depart from
the living
God”

1. Only Luke and Paul used the noun and verbs dmoctacia and

apiotnui. Paul used dmnootoacia with the definite article
“A"-"“fn damootacia.” Unlike English, in Greek, a definite
article is unnecessary to make a noun definite. A noun
can be definite without an article depending on the
context. The definite article was used originally as a
weak demonstrative pronoun, i.e., “this,” “that,”
“these,” “those.” Its inclusion draws attention to the
object. Paul’s use of the definite article 1
with d&nootacia emphasized its identity: “THE departure.”
This “departure” was synonymous with apnalw of 1
Thessalonians 4.17.

2. Paul used the noun damooctoacia and verb dpiotnut to denote
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both a physical and a figurative departure and sometimes
included a qualifying phrase, e.g., “from x.”

. Paul did not teach the Thessalonians about apostasy. He
taught them the Rapture. He taught that God would remove
believers from experiencing the Day of the Lord, the
Tribulation (1 Thessalonians 1.10; 5.9). Paul taught
them the sequential aspects of the Rapture in 1
Thessalonians 4.13-18. His comments in his follow-up
letter reinforced this teaching. It makes little
interpretive sense for 1 danootacia to mean “the
apostasy” when Paul had made no mention of it before,
especially since Paul’s response in 2 Thessalonians 1is
an echo of his teaching of 1 Thessalonians.

. Early English Bibles translated amootacia as “departure”
or “departing” e.g., Tyndale (1525), Coverdale (1535),
Matthew (1537), Great (1539), Geneva (1560). Jerome’s
Latin Vulgate (circa 400 A.D.) translated dmoctactia with
“discessio,” “departure.” What these men believed about
the Rapture is unknown. What can be said is that they
translated accurately.

. Paul’s purpose in writing was to correct the claim of
some that the suffering of the Thessalonians was the Day
of the Lord. To combat this error, Paul provided a
concrete indicator to refute such false teaching: a sign
of the Day of the Lord. This indicator was f d&nootacia,
“the departure,” the physical removal of believers from
the earth. In other words, the Day of the Lord would not
come until after the Lord had removed His Church.
“Apostasy” is not a helpful indicator of the Day of the
Lord either for the Thessalonians or for us. It is too
vague. Apostasy has existed since Adam’s disobedience.
At the end of his life Paul wrote that all believers in
Asia (where he had labored tirelessly) had turned
against him (2 _Timothy 1.15). If that was not apostasy
what was? A helpful sign must be concrete and definite.

. Paul wrote, “f &nootacia comes first and the man of the
lawlessness 1is revealed, the son of the destruction”
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(verse 3). The conjunctive “and” (kal) is a resultant
temporal conjunction with the sense “and then.” This
sense is supported by verses 7-8. The chart below shows
the relationship:

Verses 3b and 8 describe the advent of thé Antichrist and aré
parallel one another. Verses 3a and verse 7 are also parallel.
When i dnootacia, “the departure,” occurs the “man of the
lawlessness is revealed.” In the same way, after “he who now
restrains is removed” the “lawless one is revealed.” Verse 3
has the temporal indicators, €av un “unless”
and mpwtov “first” in addition to kal. Paul always used mp®ToCg
in its primary sense: “first” as in order or succession.
Verses 7 and 8 have the temporal indicators £wg¢ “until”
and kal t6te “and then.”

What did Paul mean by “he who now restrains?” The Holy Spirit
permanently indwells believers today. He 1is God’s “down
payment” (dppaBwv) of salvation (2 Corinthians 1.22, 5.5;
Ephesians 1.13-14). God’s removal of believers means the Holy
Spirit will be removed in terms of human restraint on evil.
After this occurs, no believers will exist on earth; no human
witness of God will remain. The Holy Spirit Himself will not
be removed since, as God, He is omnipresent. Even though God
will remove human witness of Himself, men and women will be
saved because of God’s grace and faithfulness. We can only
speculate how this will begin.

Two key points are involved in Paul’s statement about the
advent of the Antichrist. One is that believers, few as we
are, exercise restraint upon evil and prevent the advent of
the Antichrist. The second is that God’s completion of the
Church, the body of Christ, is a strategic move in God’s plan.
He has been building His Church for almost 2,000 years. When
He completes it, He will refocus on Israel and fulfill His
promises to them (Romans 11.25). As a counter move, Satan will
prepare his man to deceive the nations and rule the world. The


http://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G3362&t=NASB
http://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G4413&t=NASB
http://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G2193&t=NASB
http://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G5119&t=NASB
http://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G728&t=KJV
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Corinthians%201.22
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Corinthians%205.5
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ephesians%201.13-14

Scriptures are silent about how quickly the Antichrist will
rise to power. It may begin immediately following the Rapture.
It may take a generation. A delay would give time for people
to forget the Rapture. It would also provide time for Jews who
are still in Gentile countries to flee to Israel. Satan is the
great counterfeiter. He imitates God in his attempt to be God.
Jesus lived 30 years before He began His ministry. Satan could
exercise a similar plan for his man, the false Christ, the
Beast.

Thus, Paul set forth the following prophetic schedule:

1. A1l who have died believing Paul’s gospel will be raised
first to meet the Lord in the air.

2. ALl who have believed Paul’s gospel who are alive will
follow to meet the Lord in the air.

3. The Lord’s return for His Church will remove the
restraining power of the Holy Spirit in terms of the
restraint believers exercise over the advent of the
Antichrist.

4. Satan will initiate his plan to reveal the Beast, the
Antichrist; the prophesied Day of the Lord, the
Tribulation will move forward.

Paul’s statements that believers will not experience the
Tribulation (1 _Thessalonians 1.10, 5.3-9) along with the
grammatical and textual evidence that 1 dnootactia refers to
“the departure,” the Rapture, not “apostasy” demonstrates the
error of the view that believers of Paul’s gospel will
experience the Day of the Lord, the Tribulation.

Two individuals are called 6 viog¢ thA¢ anwAeiag, “the son of
perdition” or “the son of destruction” in Scripture: Judas
Iscariot (John 17.12) and the Antichrist. Judas was indwelt by
Satan; the Antichrist will be also. Judas was not demon-
possessed. He was devil-possessed. Jesus declared, “Ouév e€ig
614BoA6¢c €otv” (John 6.70). The Lord used the word &1dBoAdg
not daipudéviov. Most translations read, “one of you is a
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devil.” This 1is a case in which the anarthrous noun 1is
definite without the definite article (only one Devil exists).
A more accurate translation is “one of you is the Devil.”
Revelation 13 and 17 indicate Satan will indwell the
Antichrist, the Beast.

In verse 4, Paul wrote the “son of the perdition” opposes and
exalts himself above every god or object of worship and seats
himself in the Temple d&modeikvivta €avtov dtl1 €oTlv BH€E06C
“showing himself that he is God.” The word dmobeikvivta is a
present active participle which means he “keeps showing
himself as God” or “demonstrating he is God.” Peter used the
word dmobeikvovta in his sermon on the day of Pentecost to
convince the Jews that Jesus was the promised Messiah (Acts
2.22). Peter declared Jesus had proved He was the Messiah with
miracles, wonders, and signs. The Antichrist will provide such
proofs to convince the world he is God. Jesus spoke of the
“abomination of desolation” (Matthew 24.15) and commanded Jews
in Judea flee to the mountains. What greater abomination can
be imagined than for the Beast to enter the Holy of Holies,
declare Himself to be God, and set up an image of himself?
Jesus also warned the Jews of His day not to be deceived by
miraculous signs (Matthew 24.23-24). Paul reminded his readers
he had taught these things when he was with them (v. 5). Faith
needs constant refreshment.

What was the “secret of the lawlessness that already is
working” (pvotApilov fibn €vepyeitatl thAgdvouiag, v. 7)? Paul’s
point in the passage was to correct the error being
perpetrated upon the Thessalonians that the suffering they
were experiencing was the Tribulation, the Day of the Lord.
Given this context, it seems “the secret of the lawlessness”
was the Satanic deceit that believers of Paul’s gospel would
undergo the Day of the Lord. Satan’s deluding influence will
intensify after believers are removed from the earth. At the
present time, his ability to deceive is the ability to confuse
and rob believers of their hope of the Pre-Tribulational
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Rapture. Taken across time, it probably means Satan has
someone he has prepared for his purposes in every generation.

In verse 8, Paul assured the Thessalonians that the Lord will
slay the Antichrist with the breath of His mouth (T® mvevupatt
toD otéuatoc avtoD) and defeat him by the appearance of His
coming or presence (Tfi¢ mapovciag¢ avtod). The Antichrist will
come with the &vépyelav tod catavd, “activity of Satan.” The
word €vépyelav is used only for supernatural power. The
activities of the Antichrist will be supernatural in nature:
€v mndon dvvduelr kal onueiolg kol Tépaociv yevdovg, “in all
power, and signs, and false (or lying) wonders (v. 9). Those
deluded by him will perish.

Paul wrote in verse 10 that the Antichrist will come kol €&v
ndon amnatn tA¢ adiklag. This is best read as “and in all
deception of the unrighteousness.” Paul made clear in the
following verses what he meant by tfi¢ &b6i1kiag. The demise of
those who follow “the unrighteousness” will be self-inflicted
for “they did not embrace (£6£&avto, aorist middle indicative)
the love of the truth (tfig &Anbeiag) so as to be saved (eic¢ T0
owBfval avToVCg).” This verse teaches salvation is a choice—-men
choose or reject God.

In verse 11, Paul explained that because men have chosen to
reject the truth, “God sends them an erring (mAdvnc—from which
we get “planet”—wandering) influence (&vépyelav, cf. v. 9).
This verse echoes Paul’s teaching in Romans 1.24, 26, 28.
Because men rejected truth God “gave them over” to evil. The
remainder of verse 11 is translated poorly in most Bible
versions: mioteboal a0TOLG TR wyevdel. The NASB reads “so that
they will believe what is false.” The KJV 1is better but also
misses the point, “that they should believe a lie.” The NIV
has it right: “so that they will believe the lie.” However, it
is clear the NIV translators did not understand the meaning of
their translation. But they are to be commended for being good
translators—their primary task. The noun yevdelr is definite
having the article t®d. As such, Paul had a particular lie in
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mind. It was not just any lie—it was THE LIE. What is THE LIE?
Satan’s great lie to the woman in the garden was that when
Adam and Eve ate from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and
Evil that they could be as 0000000 “gods” knowing good and

evil.* The Antichrist will promote the lie and people will
believe it.

Verse 12 explains the righteous basis of God’s judgment: {va
Kp1OWwolv mdvteg¢ ol uR miotevoavieg T A&AnGetlq
AAAa eVbokAocavTteg TH &dikiq, “in order that all those not
having believed the truth may be judged but enjoyed the
unrighteousness” (v. 12). The verse has two nouns with the
definite article: T aAnBeiqa and Tt &dikig. Paul’s inclusion
of the definite article indicates a parallelism with verses 10
and 11. The NIV translators, who translated verse 11
correctly, correctly translated the definite article with
“truth” 1in verse 12 but 1ignored it with the noun
“unrighteousness” (adikiq). They failed to understand the
significance of the definite article and the meaning of the

text.”

“The truth,” “the lie,” and “the unrighteousness” are parallel
terms of Paul’'s teaching. The chart below shows the
parallelism of tf &AnGeiq, TR wevder and th &dikiq in Paul's
teaching. Parallelism was a favorite literary device in Hebrew
composition. It is found frequently in the Psalms and also in
prophetic writings. Paul was schooled in the Scriptures so it
was natural for him to employ such conventions. “The truth”
will be the gospel of the kingdom: that Jesus is the Messiah,
the Son of God. “The 1lie” and “the unrighteousness” are
synonymous terms and refer to Satan’s lie that we can be God
and that the Antichrist is God.

THE LIE, THE TRUTH, and THE UNRIGHTEOUSNESS

TG aAnBeiag Tfic &dikiag

2 Thessalonians 2.10 " . ”
“the truth”| “the unrighteousness
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™M yevbdet
2 Thessalonians 2.11 i .
“the 1ie”
™ aAndsiq ™ adikia
2 Thessalonians 2.12 n L ' N . '
“the truth” | “the unrightousness”

2Th 2:13 Hueic 6& opeiAopyev €vYoploteiv TR OER mMAvTOTE TMEPL
VU@V, adeAgol Ayamnuévol MO kvpiov, O0tl €{Aato VUG O B€0C
arapxnv €1¢ owtnpiav &€v aylaoud mvevpatog kal mictel dAnbelacg,
2Th 2:14 e€ic 0 €&kdaAeocev VPAC d1a toD evayyeAiov Huv, €ig
nepinoinolv 66&ng tod kupiov AudY Inocod Xpirotod.

2Th 2:15 &pa obv, a&beAgoi, oTAkeTe, Kol Kpateite TAQ
noapaddoerc ac €£0616d4x6nTe €ite 61 Adyov €ite H1’' EMIOTOARAC
AUGY .

2Th 2:16 A0DTOC 6& 0 KUplo¢ AU@V InooDC XplotoC Kol Be0C O
nothpe AUBvV, 0 dyamioac AUAC Kol dovg mapdkAnoilv aiwviav kKal
eAida dyadnv €v ydptite,

2Th 2:17 mopoakoaAéoal DPEvV Tto¢ Kapdiac kal otnpi&atr &€v mavtl
Epyw Kal AOyw d&yodQ.

In verse 13, Paul expressed the same language of thanksgiving
he used in the first chapter in which he declared, “because
your faith is greatly enlarged, and the love of each one of
you toward one another grows ever greater” (2 Thessalonians
1.3). This thanksgiving involved the Thessalonian’s behavior.
Here, Paul thanked God because they were “brethren beloved by
the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for
salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in
the truth.” This thanksgiving involved the Thessalonians
standing and state. From God’s perspective, Christians are
“having been loved by the Lord” (Ayamnuévol is a perfect
passive participle) which emphasizes God’s love for us from
eternity. God manifested His love for He chose (e{Aato, aorist
middle indicate, i.e., chose us for Himself) us from the
beginning for salvation €v daylaopd mnvevpyatog¢ kal miotet
aAn6eiac “by means of sanctification of the Spirit and by
belief of the truth.” This statement contains both the Godward
and the manward sides of salvation.
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How were the Thessalonians saved? Paul declared in verse 14
that God called them through tod €bayyeAiov Auav “our gospel.”
Paul’s gospel was that Christ died for our sins and rose from
the dead (1 Corinthians 15.1-4). Believing this was how the
Thessalonians had been saved. The result was “the obtaining of
the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ” (cf. Romans 8.17, 21-23; 1
John 3.2). Thus, Paul commanded the Thessalonians to “stand
fast” and “master” (kpateite means to master or take
possession of) his teachings (v. 15). Paul closed this
doctrinal section of encouragement with the words, “Now may
our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who has
loved us and given us eternal comfort and good hope by grace,
comfort and strengthen your hearts in every good work and
word” (verses 16-17).

2Th 3:1 To Aolwmov mpooevyYeobe, adeAgol, mepl Audv, (va 0 Adyog
toD kvplov TpéYN Kal HoEAlntal KabBw¢ Kol TPOG VUAC,

2Th 3:2 kal {va pvcBEUeEvV AMO THV ATOMWY Kal movnpv &vepdnwv,
oL yop maviwv f miotig.

2Th 3:3 miot0g 6€ €otlv 0 KUplog, 0C¢ otnpi&etl VpAC kal QUAAEE
arno tol movnpoD.

2Th 3:4 nemoiBauev d6& €v kvpiw €@’ Vpacg, O6T1 & MAPAYYEAAOUEV
Kol TMoleiTE KOl TMOlAOETE.

2Th 3:5 6 6& KUploC KatevLOVVAl VUEV TaC Kapdiag €i¢ Tnv dyamnnv
toD 0g0l kal €i¢ v UvmopovAv ToD Xplotod.

The last chapter contains Paul’s final instructions, requests,
and encouragements. He entreated the Thessalonians to pray
that the Word (specifically, his doctrine) spread rapidly and
have success as it had with them (v. 1) and that they would be
rescued from perverse and evil men for not all have the faith
or believe (v. 2). This last statement applied to the Jews who
were persecuting Paul but it may also indicate traitors or
false Christians. Paul could also have had in mind the rescue
as the Rapture since he used the same word (pvobduev) in 1
Thessalonians 1.10. While not all have faith (v. 2), the Lord
is faithful and will strengthen and protect from tobD movnpod
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“the evil” or “the evil one,” 1.e., Satan (v. 3). Paul’'s
inclusion of the definite article with the noun likely
referred to Satan. Paul was persuaded by the Lord that the
Thessalonians were doing and would continue to do what he was
commanding (mapayyéAAouev) and wished the Lord to guide them
into the love of God and the steadfastness of Christ (vv.
4-5).

2Th 3:6 MNapayyéAAouev 6& Ouiv, adeAgoil, €v ovépatt todD KLpiovL
AUEOY InooD Xpiotod oTéAAEcBal VYOG ATO TOVTOC AdeEAQPOD ATAKTWG
MEPLMATODVTOC Kal MR Kot TRV mapddoolv v mapeAdfooav map’
AUGY .

2Th 3:7 oavtol yap oibdate miwg el pipeiocbatlr AuAEC, OT1 O0OULK
ATAKTACAUEY €V VUTV

2Th 3:8 ovbe dwpedv dAptov £@AyopEV TaAPE T1vOC, AAA’' &€v KOTW
Kal péXOw VuKTOC Kal Auépacg €pyalduevol mpoC TO M EmBaphoat
TV VUGV -

2Th 3:9 ovUyx 611 oUK &xopev €Eouvciav, AAA’ Tva €avTtovg TUMOV
6Wuev VPiv €i¢ T0 pipeilocBatl AUAC.

2Th 3:10 kail yap 8te AuEV mMpPoOC¢ Vpdg, toDTo mapnyyEéAAopev Duiv,
0t1 €1 T1¢ 00 B€éAel €pydlecOatl unde €001€TW.

2Th 3:11 dkovopev ydp Tlivag mepilmatodvtag €v VUiIv ATAKTWG,
undev €pyalopévouvg GAAX mEplEPYACONEVOUG

2Th 3:12 toig 6& TO10VUTO1C TMOPAYYEAAOMEV KAl TOPAKAAODUEV €V
Kupiw Inocod Xpirot® Tva peta novyioac €pyalduevol TOV £AVLTEV
aptov £€o06{wolv.

2Th 3:13 vueic 6€&, adbeAgoi, pn €yKoKAONTE KOAOTO10DVTEC.

Paul commanded the Thessalonians by the authority of Christ
(€v 6vouatt tod kupiov AUEV Incod XpiotoD) to avoid a believer
leading an unruly life (dtdktwg) contrary to Paul’s teachings
(mapdbdooic) (v. 6). Paul counseled the Thessalonians that it
was necessary for them “to imitate us” (pipeiobatl Auag, cf. 1
Corinthians 4.16, 11.1; Ephesians 5.1; 1 Thessalonians 1.6,
2.14; 2 Thessalonians 2.9). Specifically, he reminded them
that they had not lived disorderly or eaten anyone’s bread
without paying for it when they had been with them. Instead,
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they had worked night and day to earn their own money not to
be a burden them (vv. 7-8). Paul stated they had worked not
from obligation but to provide an example (TUmov) to the
Thessalonians to imitate (g€ig¢ T0 MipeiocBatr) (v. 9). He
reminded them of the command they had given them while they
were with them: €1 t1¢ 00 B6éAel €pydleoBal unde €o061étw, “if
any is not willing to work, neither shall he eat” (v. 10). The
word “eat” (£061€£tw) is a present active imperative, a
command. Christianity has no place for welfare without work.
Embedded in our fallen nature is a desire to obtain something
for nothing. Christians are not immune to such weakness and
Paul heard the Thessalonians were guilty of it and acting as
busybodies—a symptom of laziness (v. 11). Paul commanded and
exhorted those guilty to go to work, to stop minding other
people’s business (v. 12), and not to grow weary in doing good
(v. 13).

2Th 3:14 E1 ®€ T1¢ oUY Umnmakovel TH Adyw AUV dra TAG
EM1OTOANC, TOoDTOV onueloboBe, un ovvavauiyvvobatl oadT®, Tva
EvTparnf -

2Th 3:15 kol pn wg €XOpov nyeiobe, AAAX vovbeteite WG ADEAQPOV.

Paul’s instructions were serious. He commanded that a believer
who did not follow his instructions in his letter (61a TfAg
én1otoAfic) be identified (onueiloboBe—present middle
imperative) and avoided (ocuvvavauiyvvcBe—-present middle
imperative). The purpose of such avoidance was to shame
(Evtpanii) a believer into right behavior (v. 14). But Paul
also commanded that he was not to be regarded with hostility
but exhorted (vouvBeteite—present active imperative) as a
brother (v. 15).

2Th 3:16 AvT0G 6¢& 0 kKUplog TAC €ipAvng dwYn vuiv TRV €ipAvnv
610 mMovTOC €V MavTl TPOMW. O KUP1OC META TMAVTWY DUREV.

2Th 3:17 0 domaocpoc¢ TH €uR xe1pl NMoavAov, & €o0T1v onuUEiov £€v
ndon EM1oToAfl: oUTwg ypdow.

2Th 3:18 1 xdpi¢ toD Kvpiov AUEOV Incod XpiotoD HETA TAVIWY
VUGV .


http://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G5179&t=NASB
http://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G2068&t=NASB
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2Th%203.14
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2Th%203.15
http://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G4593&t=NASB
http://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G4874&t=NASB
http://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G1788&t=NASB
http://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G3560&t=NASB
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2Th%203.16
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2Th%203.17
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2Th%203.18

Paul closed his letter with a wish for the Lord to give them
peace in every situation and that the Lord would be with them
all (v. 16). To ensure Pauline authenticity (especially given
the forged letter) Paul stated he had written the greeting
with his own hand as a sign (onueiov) of authenticity for all
his letters (v. 17). That sign was the signature: i xdpig toD
kvplov AU®v Inood Xpiotod peta madviwv Luv, “the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.” No more appropriate
signature was possible. Paul-the apostle of grace!

Conclusion

This study 1is provided to encourage believers of the
importance of the doctrine of the Pre-Tribulational Rapture
and adherence to it. Acceptance of this key doctrine which
belongs to the body of Christ is necessary for the believer’s
Christian maturity and obedience. Paul taught this doctrine
early in his ministry in his letters to the Thessalonians. It
was basic, fundamental Christianity. God superintended the
order of the Pauline epistles Paul wrote to churches. The
letters to the Thessalonians occur first chronologically but
falls last in the canon. With regard to this, E. W. Bullinger

made the following point:Y

It is useless to teach Christians the truths connected with
the Lord’s Coming until they have learned the truths in the
other Epistles. Until they know and understand from Romans
what they are by nature, and what God has made them to be IN
Christ Jesus,—sons and heirs, joint-heirs with Christ (Rom.
8:17); until they know and understand that even now God has
“blessed them with all spiritual blessing in the heaven-lies
IN Christ” (Eph. 1:3), they have no place for, and no
understanding of, the truths concerning His return from
heaven.

To sum up : — The saved sinner is shown
IN ROMANS, as dead and risen with Christ:
IN EPHESIANS, as seated in the heavenlies IN Christ:
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IN THESSALONIANS, in glory for ever with Christ.

' Lydia, a Jewish woman, has the distinction of being the first
convert in Europe. The Lord “opened” Lydia’'s heart. Luke used
this term most frequently to convey spiritual understanding
(Luke 24.31-32, 45; Acts 17.3).

> The Greek text is from the Society of Biblical Literature and
is available for download.

> Paul is the only apostle who commanded believers to copy or
imitate him. See the author’s study, “Follow Paul?”

* Israel had a long history of being unfaithful to God and
serving idols. But the “Babylonian Captivity,” in which
Nebuchadnezzar took Israel captive, seems to have cured them
of this sin. We find no record of Israel practicing idolatry
afterward.

> The verb pvopatl is a present middle or passive deponent
participle but its sense is active, “who delivers” or “who
rescues.” Likewise, E&pyopol is a present middle or passive
deponent participle with an active sense, “which 1is
coming.” Deponent verbs such as pvopyatl and E&€pyopol are
normally found in their middle or passive forms since their
active endings have disappeared. The forms are middle or
passive but the sense is active.

® Paul, Silas, and Timothy ministered in Thessalonica together
(Acts 17.1-9). Paul and Silas left for Berea and left Timothy
with the Thessalonians (Acts 17.10). Timothy rejoined Paul and
Silas in Berea and Paul departed for Athens (Acts 17.13-15).
Timothy rejoined Paul in Athens and afterward, Paul sent him
back to the Thessalonians (1 Thessalonians 3.1). Paul departed
Athens for Corinth where he stayed eighteen months (Acts
18.11). Timothy returned to Corinth and gave Paul his report
on the Thessalonians’ status (1 Thessalonians 3.6; Acts 18.5).
Unclear is whether Silas accompanied Timothy.

’ Both verbs are in the optative mood which expresses a wish.
Thus, “May the Lord increase and abound you in love towards
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one another.”

® This is as clear a statement as exists in Scripture that man
is a tripartite being composed of body, soul, and spirit. The
body houses soul and spirit. The soul has mind, emotion, and
will (cf. Hebrew 4.12). The spirit is that part that
communicates with God.

° Some manuscripts have 6pkilw. The word &vopkiCw is formed by
prepending the preposition é€v + 6pkilw. No other instances
of €vopkilw exist besides 1 Thessalonians 5.27. Other
instances of O0pkilw are Mark 5.7 and Acts 19.13. No essential
difference exists in the two words.

* The word ¢vkavydocBatr of the critical text is suspect. Paul
used the verb kavydoupatl frequently but always without év. No
important meaning change is at stake. It's a technical issue.

"' The KJV reads “day of Christ.” The KJV is based largely upon
the Majority text which along with the second corrector of D,

written as D?, (9th century) reads “Day of Christ” instead of
“Day of the Lord.” Earlier evidence in all forms (manuscripts,
versions, fathers) supports the text “Day of the Lord.” Also
in support of “Day of the Lord” is Paul’s usage of &viotnut in
2 Thessalonians 2.2. Paul used this term in Romans 8.38; 1
Corinthians 3.22, 7.26; Galatians 1.4; 2 Thessalonians 2.2, 2
Timothy 3.1; Hebrews 9.9. In almost every instance he used it
to mean things “present.” In the first two usages, he
distinguished it from future occurrences (olte €vectwta olTE
HEAAOvTa; €lte €veotdta €lte péEAAovTa). A reading of “day in
Christ” would read, “That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be
troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as
from us, as that the day of Christ is present.” Such a reading
does not make sense. The Thessalonians knew the day of Christ
(Rapture) had not taken place because they were still there.
The issue—-what they were being taught by false teachers—was
that they were experiencing the day of the Lord. Paul wrote 2
Thessalonians to correct this false teaching. Thus, the
correct reading is “That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be
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troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as
from us, as that the day of the Lord is present (or has
come).” This is the better reading and fits the context of
Paul’s subject.

? See Brian R. Keller’s fine study on the textual issue of 1
Timothy 6.5. Some manuscripts to not have the text, d¢ioctaco
and tv TolovTwv, “depart from such.”

" Physical withdrawal is most 1likely in view (cf. 2

Thessalonians 3.6). But one could make a case for
psychological withdrawal. If that were the case, the qualifier
would be “from perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds,
and destitute of the truth.”

" The text of Genesis 3.5 reads, 000 00000000 000000 0O0OOO
HO000ddooon 0000000000 00000000 000ddoon Ho00odd

O00oo0 aooo O000000 0000000000 0000000004 - The
word [JO000O000 occurs twice. The word may be translated “God”

or “gods” depending on the context. The first occurrence
should be translated “God” and the second, “gods.” Satan’s
temptation of Eve was not that she could be like “God.” That
would have been a step too far. Satan was shrewd and subtle
(Genesis 3.1) and knew he could not convince the woman that
she and Adam could be like God Himself. The woman was too
smart and too reverent to God to think this. But Satan thought
he had a good chance to get the woman to believe they could
become “gods,” that is, become like the divine beings who
attended and guarded God’s throne in heaven. Satan deceived
her God into thinking that God withholding something the
couple should have and that by eating from the Tree they could
join the privileged society of divine beings, the gods of the
divine council, who served God around His throne.

® My intent is not to be overly critical of translators but
that we must be careful about the text. Even recognized
scholars can be theologically ignorant and poor translators.

* The KJV (Byz) and the critical text differ. The KJV includes
the article, ti¢ &dikiag, while the critical text reads
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without it, &bdikiag. Given the whole passage, I am inclined to
think the Byz reading 1is correct. However, even 1if the
critical text reading of d&dikiag is correct, it makes little

difference as to meaning for a noun can be definite without
the article.

E. W. Bullinger, The Companion Bible, Appendix 192.
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